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Mesogenic 4-pentyl-4′-cyanobiphenyl (5CB) is a commonly used dielectric material for display devices 

and liquid crystal biosensors. A small concentration of ZnO nanoparticles was dispersed in 5CB nematic liq-
uid crystals by the chemical precipitation method. The phase changes, phase retardation, and transition tem-
perature of the prepared samples were studied by polarizing optical microscopy (POM) and differential scanning 
calorimetry analysis. The dielectric properties were measured by dielectric spectroscopy, which was performed 
within the frequency range from 1 Hz to 10 MHz. A novel phase was identified and confirmed by the dielectric pa-
rameters in dispersed ZnO 5CB (N5CB). Specifically, the temperature dependence of relaxation times was esti-
mated for both the samples, which strengthen the POM studies and the influence of nanoparticles on the lattice ar-
rangement. The temperature dependence and the dispersion effect of ZnO nanoparticles on the dielectric 
constant and dielectric losses were also studied. The sensitivity of mesogenic phases to external forces was 
confirmed through the present work. From all these results, it has been concluded that N5CB finds potential ap-
plication in the preparation of fast switching devices. 

Keywords: liquid crystals, ZnO nanoparticles, polarizing optical microscopy, dielectric permittivity,  
dielectric constant, relaxation time. 
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В нематические жидкие кристаллы 4-пентил-4'-цианобифенила (5CB) методом химического 
осаждения диспергированы наночастицы ZnO небольшой концентрации. Фазовые превращения, фа-
зовое замедление и температура перехода образцов исследованы методами поляризационной опти-
ческой микроскопии и дифференциальной сканирующей калориметрии. Диэлектрические свойства 
определены методом диэлектрической спектроскопии в диапазоне частот 1 Гц–10 МГц. Новая фаза 
идентифицирована и подтверждена диэлектрическими параметрами в диспергированном ZnO 5CB 
(N5CB). Оценены температурная зависимость времени релаксации для образцов и влияние наноча-
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стиц на расположение решетки. Исследованы температурная зависимость и влияние дисперсии на-
ночастиц ZnO на диэлектрическую проницаемость и диэлектрические потери. Установлена чув-
ствительность мезогенных фаз к внешним воздействиям. Сделан вывод о перспективах применения 
N5CB при изготовлении быстродействующих коммутационных устройств. 

Ключевые слова: жидкий кристалл, наночастица ZnO, поляризационная оптическая микроско-
пия, диэлектрическая проницаемость, диэлектрическая постоянная, время релаксации. 

 
Introduction. In the current world, highly effective energy storage devices have attracted much atten-

tion [1–7]. The technology of energy storage includes fuel cells, Li-ion batteries, molten salt, flywheel, 
pumped hydro-storage, super capacitor, etc. All these devices require varieties of materials to store the ener-
gy in various forms. Our previous studies revealed that liquid crystals are one of the materials suitable for 
energy storage [8, 9]. To check the compatibility of the material for energy storage, a knowledge of dielec-
tric parameters is required. Mesogenic 4-pentyl-4′-cyanobiphenyl (5CB) is the commonly used dielectric mate-
rial for display devices and liquid crystal biosensors. It exists in the nematic phase at room temperature and 
is liquefied at 35°C. Nematogen is the common name for nematic liquid crystalline materials. Changing 
properties of 5CB in the presence of foreign elements, even at low concentrations, attract the interest of re-
searchers. Biomolecules and nanoparticles play a major role in achieving and enhancing the desired proper-
ties for the application of 5CB. Analyzing the novel behavior of doped mesogens requires various techniques, 
including dielectric studies.  

Semiconducting nanoparticles such as ZnO nanoparticles in liquid crystal (LC) mixtures have been em-
ployed as dopants in condensed optical materials intended for novel optoelectronic devices. It is well known 
that dielectric studies of LC materials possess a valuable source of information on their molecular arrange-
ment and intermolecular interactions, in both mesomorphic and isotropic phases. So, most of the researchers 
in this field investigate the dielectric properties of LC materials, both experimentally and theoretically [10, 11]. 
The analysis of dielectric data certainly informs the researcher about the application of the LC material in the 
presence of the electric field, which is vital for storage devices, light modulators, and display devices. ZnO 
nanoparticles have different device applications such as light detectors, LEDs, photo sensors, solar cells, 
etc. [12]. By adding ZnO nanoparticles to liquid crystals, their textures, temperature, phase transition and 
electro-optical parameters will be modified. The variation of transition temperatures, novel phase, and pre-
dominant change in the dielectric properties helped us to state that ZnO nanoparticles have a significant ef-
fect on the physical properties of pure 5CB. A lower relaxation time of samples means that it quickly re-
sponds to the external field and gives stabilization at a fast rate. This in turn leads to a low consumption of 
power. The addition of metal oxide nanoparticles to nematic mesogens has improved the alignment prop-
erties of LC systems [13].  

The present work reports dielectric parameters (dielectric permittivity (ε׳), dielectric loss (ε׳׳), and re-
laxation time (τ)) as well as transition temperatures through these studies for pure 5CB and dispersed ZnO 
5CB (N5CB). The studies reveal advantages of N5CB over pure 5CB in the field of engineering in specific 
storage devices. Moreover, we use polarizing optical microscopy (POM) and phase retardation obtained 
from image analysis using MATLAB. It should be noted that we focus on analyzing the thermal, optical, and 
dielectric properties using the chemical precipitation method in mesogenic systems by the dispersion of 
ZnO nanoparticles. The experimental outcomes are analyzed in detail. 

Experimental. Materials. The nematic liquid crystal materials used in the present investigation are 5CB 
and the dispersed nanomaterial is ZnO. The phase transitions of these materials are mentioned below. 
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The 5CB (99% purity) was received from Merck (Singapore). Micro glass slides were obtained from 
Fisher Scientific (USA). ZnO nanoparticles were prepared from zinc nitride [Zn(NO3)2  6H2O] and NaOH 
(Merck). These chemicals were dissolved in distilled water to form 100 mL of alkaline zinc solution 
[Zn2+ = 0.5M, OH = 1.0 M] [9]. The ITO-coated glass cell designed by INSTEC Company was used to place 
the sample under study. The dimension of the cell used was 5mm×5mm×5µm. The thickness of the sample 
was 5 µm (cell gap). 

Preparation of the samples. Pure 5CB was commercially bought and used. ZnO nanoparticles of 35 nm 
in size were prepared in our laboratory through the chemical precipitation method, which was explained in 
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our previous publications [8, 9]. These nanoparticles were dispersed in the host 5CB lattice in the liquid 
phase at a 1 wt.% ratio. Then the mixture consisting of 5CB dispersed with ZnO nanoparticles was placed on 
the stirrer at 40°C for 1 h to obtain uniform distribution of nanoparticles in the 5CB lattice. The final mixture 
was named N5CB. One speck of this N5CB was placed on a previously rubbed micro glass slide and then 
sealed by carefully placing a glass sticker to obtain uniform alignment of the sample. Then the sample-filled 
glass slide was placed in a hot stage connected to a dimmer stat, to vary the temperature [9]. The sample was 
taken over a normal glass slide for the POM study. Before placing the sample on a glass slide, it was rubbed 
in one direction to avoid more irregularities in the orientation of the sample. The uniform alignment of the 
sample leads to the maximum optical polarization of the input light. Initially, the polarizers of the POM were 
in a crossed position, and no light was observed by the author. But when the uniformly aligned sample was 
placed between these two polarizers, then, because of the anisotropic nature of the sample the input light was 
polarized to another angle as per the orientation of the molecules of the sample, thus leading to observation 
of the surface orientation of the molecules. This is nothing but the texture of the sample. Also, the size of the 
nanoparticles used here was fixed at 35 nm. The concentration of doping used in this work was in the order 
of 1 wt.%. The sample of liquid crystal (5CB) taken weighed 1 g, and the ZnO nanoparticles taken weighed 
0.001 mg.  

Methodology. A Meopta polarizing optical microscope was used to observe the textures and phase tran-
sitions of the samples. The phase changes were captured using a Nikon camera of 64 Mp attached to the mi-
croscope. The image analysis technique was employed to these textures to obtain the phase retardation using 
MATLAB software. Dielectric measurements were made for these samples through Newton’s 4th Ltd., LCR 
meter (Model PSM1700) within the frequency range 1 Hz–10 MHz. This LCR meter is a computer con-
trolled device and gives the values of capacitance, resistance, and inductance for the given inputs of voltage 
and frequency. The procedure of taking dielectric data from the above-mentioned inductance, capacitance, 
resistance (LCR) meter was repeated at different temperatures of the sample, which is kept on a computer-
controlled INSTEC hot plate. The measurements in the cell with homeotropic alignment gave us the value of 
ε׳, parallel to the director of the LC. The temperature stability within the measurement was better than 
±0.1°C. At frequencies less than 10 Hz absorption due to the ionic conductivity of the LC can be observed.  
It should be noted that ZnO nanoparticles do not absorb the electric field in the observed frequency range, 
their absorption bands lie at f > 10 MHz. Therefore, data at f > 10 MHz are omitted [14–20].  

The retardation in the liquid crystal phase of the sample is obtained using phase retardation (δ). The 
equation for phase retardation is: 

2 dn
 


.                      (1) 

The dielectric constant is defined as the ratio of capacitance with the dielectric material to the capaci-
tance in a vacuum. Practically, the dielectric constant (ε ׳) is obtained using the following equation (2): 
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where A is the area of the capacitor cell, d is the thickness of the cell, 0 is the permittivity of free space = 
= 8.85×10–12 F/m, cp is the capacitance with the dielectric material, and c0 is the capacitance without the ma-
terial. 

For an electric field, the molecules of the LC sample experience the loss of absorbed energy owing to 
orientation polarization. These energetic losses are called dielectric losses. They can be obtained directly 
from tan δ values collected from the LCR meter using the equation:  

ε″ = ε′tanδ.           (3) 

The relaxation time (τ) is calculated using Slater’s perturbation: 

 tan    ,             (4) 

where ω = 2πf0 and f0 is the resonance frequency.  
With the help of above equations, the relaxation times are calculated for the selected samples (5CB and 

N5CB) at different temperatures starting with the liquid crystal phase and ending with the liquid phase.  
Results and discussion. POM studies. Transition temperatures of 5CB and N5CB were observed 

through polarizing optical microscopy and confirmed through the present dielectric studies. The same are 
mentioned in Table 1. A novel texture of Smectic C* was observed in N5CB in the temperature range  
30–175°C. These static values of the 5CB compound are in good agreement with several previously reported 
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values in the literature [21, 22]. The texture of N5CB observed through a normalized polarizing optical mi-
croscope within the temperature range 30–175°C was shown in Figs. 1a and b. The plate number 162 match-
es the maximum extent of the image observed for the sample N5CB. Of course, its Smectic C twisted phase 
is represented with SmC*. The achiral 5CB was influenced by the ZnO nanoparticles near their lattice posi-
tions and hence metallomesogens [23] resulted in obtaining the chirality in the molecular positions of the 
5CB. The images obtained from POM were included here. Fig. 1a represents the Smectic phase of the N5CB, 
which gives the surface orientation of molecules and not the aggregation of the ZnO nanoparticles. The 
composite formed because of the dispersion of ZnO nanoparticles and 5CB tends to align in the twisted lay-
ered structure as SmC*. The dots over the slippery-like structure represent the claimed phase of the N5CB. 
Also, in Fig. 1b, it is very clear that nematic droplets are observed owing to the thermal energy change and 
transition phase. The results of the transition temperatures of N5CB indicate that the dispersed ZnO nanopar-
ticles have extremely reoriented the host and extend the LC phase up to a high thermal range. This extraor-
dinary behavior can be explained based on the continuum theory that supports the interactions of nanoparti-
cles with the nematic LC and was beautifully explained in the literature [24]. 

 
TABLE 1. Transition Temperatures of 5CB and N5CB 

 

Sample Study TCN, °C TNI, °C 
5CB  POM 25 38 

DSC 25 36 
 Dielectric study 26 38 

N5CB POM 30 (TCSmC*) 
175 (TSmC*N) 

290 

DSC 31 (TCSmC*) 
173 (TSmC*N)

296 

 Dielectric study 32 (TCSmC*) 170 
(TSmC*N)

308 

N o t e.  POM polarizing optical microscopy, DSC differential scanning calorimetry. 
 
 

                                  
 

                      
Fig. 1. (a) SmC* phase of N5CB at 100°C, (b) nematic phase of N5CB at 270°C, 
and the temperature dependence of phase retardation (δ) for (c) 5CB, (d) N5CB. 
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The snapshots of 5CB and N5CB taken at various temperatures of the LC phase are analyzed using 
MATLAB software to study phase retardation [9]. The plots of phase retardation (δ) vs temperature in the 
LC phase of the samples 5CB and N5CB are shown in Figs. 1c and d. The values of δ are calculated for 
three different wavelengths (470, 530, and 600 nm) in the optical region for both the samples. From the 
phase retardation of the samples, it is observed that the behavior of phase retardation is changed; namely, it 
increases with temperature up to the phase of the LC and then decreases when there is a phase transition. In 
Fig. 1c, two significant peaks are visible within a short span of temperature. This shows the most unstable 
nature of the 5CB LC to external thermal energy. However, the strong phase retardation is observed in 
N5CB up to a large temperature range. This is an interesting point and is shown in Fig. 1d. The birefringence 
is not equal to zero for LC [25]. The refractive index of the sample in the isotropic phase is between the val-
ues of the refractive indices of ordinary and extraordinary rays. In this paper, the birefringence is calculated 
using the image analysis method through MATLAB. The phase retardation is calculated using Eq. (1). The 
LC phase of N5CB is for a long duration of temperature, and the most stable compound is obtained through 
this method of chemical precipitation. This also confirms the POM and other studies of this communication.  

DSC analysis. Differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) was performed on the studied samples, 5CB and 
N5CB (with 1 wt.% of ZnO), to analyze the change in phase transition temperatures. The heating scan of the 
DSC for all the samples is shown in Fig. 2. From the DSC, the thermograms represent the heat flow transi-
tion and the predominant peaks were identified as phase transitions of the sample. The appearance of very 
small peaks in the DSC thermograms is assigned to noise of the instrumentation. Here, a single peak ob-
served in 5CB corresponds to the transition of the nematic phase to the isotropic phase. For a lower concen-
tration of the ZnO mixture (1 wt.%) two distinct peaks were observed at 171.3 and 296.79oC. The first peak 
reports the transition of the ordered Smectic C* to the disordered nematic phase. The second peak is due to 
the existence of localized semi-nematic domains where the mixture possesses the orderly alignment stipulat-
ed by ZnO nanoparticles. The rise in TIso-N and the occurrence of a second peak in the DSC thermogram of 
N5CB (Fig. 2b) is due to the blending of the ZnO and 5CB molecules. Therefore, the effect of ZnO nanopar-
ticles on the liquid–nematic transition temperature (TIso-N) depends on the selection of the host and the con-
centration of ZnO nanoparticles. This study helped us to support the local short-range orientation of N5CB 
molecules around the ZnO nanoparticles because of its anchoring energy. This novel state is also called the 
paranematic state. 
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Fig. 2. Differential scanning calorimetry thermograms of (a) 5CB, (b) N5CB. 
 

Dielectric studies. The studies involve the measurement of dielectric permittivity, dielectric loss, and 
the temperature coefficient of the dielectric constant within the frequency range 1 Hz–10 MHz for 5CB and 
N5CB samples (Figs. 3–5). The dispersion of ZnO nanoparticles with nematic LC caused appreciable chang-
es in the spectra. Figure 3a shows the plots of dielectric permittivity vs frequency at different temperatures of 
the samples. Figure 3b shows the plots of dielectric loss vs frequency at different temperatures of the sam-
ples. The pure 5CB and its nano-nematic composite system of the dielectric constant at different tempera-
tures are depicted in Figs. 3a,b, respectively. It is interesting to note that the maximum value of the dielectric 

  18           28          38          48        T, °C          0       50     100   150   200     250   300   T,°C

   30 
 

   38 
 

   26 
 

   24 
 

   22 
 

   20 
 

   18 

    Heat formation, mW               a                 Heat flow, W/g            b 

 
     0 

 
 

  –1.0
 
 

  –2.0
 
 

  –3.0
 
 

 –4.0

 



ABSTRACTS ENGLISH-LANGUAGE ARTICLES 
 

440 

constant is 53.69 at a low frequency and decreases gradually with increasing frequency, but we see a slight 
increase in its numerical value with increasing temperature. The large values of the dielectric constant at low 
frequencies are due to orientational polarization. This variation of the dielectric permittivity as a function of 
frequency can be explained by Koop’s theory, in which dielectric materials are treated as a two-layer struc-
ture of the Maxwell–Wagner type. In this model, one layer is a conducting layer that is attributed to the 
grains, and the second layer is a weak conducting layer assigned to the grain boundaries of the material. The 
grains play a significant role at high frequencies owing to their small dielectric constant values. However, 
the observed dielectric properties are mainly due to the high values of the dielectric constant for grain 
boundaries. This behavior is almost the same as that reported by other studies. 
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Fig. 3. Frequency dependence of dielectric constant ε for (a) 5CB, (b) N5CB,  
and dielectric loss ε″ for (c) 5CB, (d) N5CB. 

 
The dielectric analysis of the studied samples was carried out within the frequency range 1 Hz–10 kHz 

with varying temperature. An LCR meter was operated for data collection for every 2°C temperature of the 
sample (both for 5CB and for N5CB). The data obtained from this LCR meter were in terms of capacitance 
and tan δ, which afterward were used to calculate the dielectric constant (ε), dielectric loss (ε), and relaxa-
tion time (τ) using Eq. (2)–(4), respectively. The obtained data are visualized in the form of plots, as in 
Figs. 3–5. The temperature variation of dielectric parameters helped to confirm the transition temperatures of 
the studied samples. The sudden change in the behavior of the dielectric parameter revealed the transition of 
the phase of the sample at that particular temperature. The dielectric constant of ZnO nanoparticle 5CB sys-
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tems increased compared with pure 5CB. It is because the dipole moment of the ZnO nanoparticle is higher 
than for the nematic liquid crystal molecule system [26]. Figures 3c and d clearly indicate that the dispersion 
of ZnO nanoparticles is dependent on the dielectric constant and the dielectric loss of the host system. More-
over, we obtained that the dispersion of ZnO nanoparticles influences the rotation of LC molecules around 
their short axes and shifts the absorption bands to lower frequencies; meanwhile, the amplitude and width of 
the absorption bands increase. This result confirms that dispersed nanoparticles strongly interact with the LC 
molecules owing to their large dipole moment and high polarizability. The nanoparticles affect both dielec-
tric constant and dielectric loss of the system. The rise in the dielectric constant for N5CB can be understood 
as the matching of dipole moments of ZnO nanoparticles and 5CB resulting in uniform orientation. In the 
presence of the low-frequency electric field, the ionic polarization persists in N5CB and results in the en-
hancement of dipole moments.  

In Figures 3c and d the dielectric constants and dielectric losses of the samples 5CB and N5CB are 
shown as a function of frequency (over the log scale) ranging from 1 Hz to 1 MHz. The data plotted in these 
figures is against different temperatures of the samples in their nematic phase only. Of course, the tempera-
tures of 5CB and N5CB used to plot the Figs. 3c,d are not within the same range; however, they are consid-
ered to observe the behavior of the samples in their nematic state. Also, from these plots, the salient observa-
tions made, namely, the dielectric constant and dielectric loss of N5CB always have high values compared 
with 5CB at all temperatures for any particular frequency of the input signal. That indicates that the dielec-
tric nature of N5CB is stronger than that of 5CB. This is attributed to the inclusion of ZnO nanoparticles in 
the lattice of 5CB. It should be noted here that the metallic nature of ZnO (conductor) is modified for nano 
sizes, which helps to enhance the insulating behavior of the host lattice. Moreover, the temperature ranges of 
the LC state are different for 5CB and N5CB. 

The temperature dependence of the dielectric constant at different frequencies for the pure 5CB and dis-
persed ZnO material (N5CB) is shown in Figs. 4a and b. From Fig. 4a, we see that the variation of the die-
lectric constant is linear at low frequencies (up to 100 Hz) with increasing temperature, whereas for N5CB, 
the same dependence is nonlinear (up to 1 kHz). This change is due to the presence of nanoparticles. The 
transition temperatures (TN-I) of 5CB obtained from the dielectric studies (5CB 38°C) is slightly different 
from the DSC studies (5CB 36°C) and the POM studies (5CB 40°C). At lower frequencies there is a sharp 
increase when the transition from solid to smectic C* for dispersed ZnO materials takes place. The transition 
temperatures are confirmed significantly through dielectric constant curves. However, all these changes are 
seen at lower applied frequencies up to 100 Hz. There are four types of dielectric polarization, viz., electron-
ic polarization, ionic polarization, dipolar or orientational polarization, and space-charge polarization. 
Among these, the first three types of polarization can be exhibited by the sample under study to give differ-
ent applications. The applied AC electric field with varying frequency is maintained in such a way that the 
samples will not suffer by space-charge polarization as it leads to damage (it will be observed only when the 
sample is under high voltages). Hence, generally, electronic, ionic, and dipolar polarizations of the sample 
are considered. For some important cases, the behavior of the samples at different frequencies can be ex-
plained within the theory of dipolar polarization [27]. Polarization of dipoles in the region of 1 kHz frequen-
cy is dipolar polarization, which is also named orientational polarization. For the frequency range studied in 
this paper, the molecular structure of 5CB can be described as a dipole structure. Thus, the studied samples 
exhibit orientation polarization rather than ionic and electronic polarizations [28–30]. Figure 4 shows 
a graph of dielectric loss as a function of temperature at selected frequencies. At lower frequencies, the die-
lectric loss increases with the temperature and reaches a peak value, and then the losses decrease with a fur-
ther increase in temperature for both the samples. At higher frequencies with an increase in temperature the 
peak decreases and becomes almost constant for both samples. There is a sharp increase in the dielectric loss 
when the transition from solid to smectic C* takes place. 

The dielectric constant depends on the dielectric polarization of the sample, which in turn depends on 
the frequency of the input signal. As the samples studied in the present manuscript have a long molecular 
structure with covalent bonds between the organic atoms, the response of these molecules to the external 
electrical field depends on the frequency of the signal. At lower frequencies of the input signal, the molecu-
lar structure of 5CB and N5CB respond through orientation and give dipolar polarization, thus giving a high 
dielectric constant. At a high frequency of the input signal, the variation of the electric field vector changes 
rapidly, which the molecular structure of the samples cannot support to give stable polarization, and hence 
the polarization decreases, which leads to a low dielectric constant of 5CB at a high frequency (>1 kHz). Al-
so, the dielectric polarization of the sample depends on its phase. Here, in the nematic phase the order of the 
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molecules are moderate, giving some dielectric polarization, and at a temperature near TNI (isotropic phase) 
the molecules are completely disordered, giving a stable dielectric constant. Hence, at high temperatures, the 
samples exhibit a low dielectric constant. In Figure 4b, the dielectric constant is very small but not less than 
1 as the graph is in a higher order and cannot be visualized when compared to low frequency. The transition 
temperatures are confirmed significantly through dielectric loss curves. 
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Fig. 4. Temperature dependence of dielectric constant ε for (a) 5CB, (b) N5CB,  

and dielectric loss ε″ for (c) 5CB, (d) N5CB. 
Figures 5a and b show the variation between the dielectric constant and the dielectric loss plotted at dif-

ferent temperatures for pure and dispersed ZnO 5CB. The values of ε´ and ε″, corresponding to the peak of 
the plot, are identified and related to the frequency, which is used to determine the relaxation time (Table 2). 
Table 3 specifically represents their relaxation frequencies (f0) and relaxation times (τ) in the nematic phase 
of the samples. These Cole–Cole plots show Debye relaxation. The calculated relaxation times are in good 
agreement with that obtained from these plots. The Debye theory of dielectric relaxation is applicable to liq-
uids. Martin et al. [31] have extended the Debye theory of dielectric relaxation in liquid to the nematic and 
have shown that the relaxation time in LCs is larger than the ordinary Debye relaxation time TD by a factor 

L
exp

4

kt
g

kT

    
 

 [32, 33]. This procedure is repeated for all temperatures of the samples in their liquid 

crystalline planes. Similarly, the temperature influence was also observed on the samples in terms of the re-
laxation time. For both the studied samples, the relaxation time decreased with the temperature. The basic 
lattices of the samples are almost the same, but varied with the presence of nanoparticles. The authors com-
pared the samples in their respective mesogenic (liquid crystalline state) phase. The 5CB sample exists in the 
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mesogenic phase at low temperatures only (<40°C). Hence, the comparison cannot be drawn by merely tak-
ing high temperatures, but by taking the same state of matter. The calculated relaxation times (τ) for 5CB 
and N5CB are again plotted with the temperature, as shown in Figs. 5c and d. Figure 5c shows the decrease 
in the relaxation time with increasing temperature owing to the thermal vibrations in the pure mesogens. 
This leads to weak intermolecular forces and thus a lower relaxation time through low cohesive energy and 
internal pressure. However, Fig. 5d shows a significant relaxation time at a temperature around 175°C. This 
is assigned to the change in the molecular alignment of N5CB, which is also reflected in the POM studies as 
the transition from Smectic C* to the nematic phase. Thus, dielectric studies correlate with the POM studies 
and help to strengthen the phase transition temperatures of the prepared sample. 
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Fig. 5. Variation between dielectric constant  and dielectric loss  of (a) 5CB, (b) N5CB, 

 and temperature dependence of τ for (c) 5CB, (d) N5CB. 
 

TABLE 2. Relaxation Times of 5CB and N5CB in the Nematic Phase 
 

5CB N5CB 
TNI, °C , ms TNI, °C , ms

30 27.51 40 2.77
32 14.66 80 0.79
34 11.31 120 0.59
36 8.74 160 0.43 
38 6.53 180 0.31
40 6.07 200 0.24
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TABLE 3. Relaxation Frequency and Relaxation Time of 5CB and N5CB 
 

Sample T, °C f0, Hz , ms
5CB 32 51 14.66

N5CB 175 700 0.52 
 

Conclusions. ZnO nanoparticles are dispersed in 5CB nematic LCs using the chemical precipitation meth-
od. All the results are analyzed systematically by the comparative study of 5CB and its nano-dispersed coun-
terpart. The studied samples show significant features in terms of textures, phase retardation, the dielectric 
constant, relaxation time, and temperature coefficient of the dielectric constant. Pure 5CB exists only in the 
nematic phase; however, ZnO nanoparticles have influenced the lattice of 5CB and made it exhibit the tex-
ture of Smectic C*. This feature guides us to conclude that the dispersed nanoparticles have not only 
changed the direction of molecular orientation but also made it rotate layer by layer. Further, the dielectric 
parameters of N5CB are found to be high, indicating more dielectric strength of the material. The most inter-
esting findings of the present work are the significant decrease in the relaxation time of 5CB owing to the 
presence of ZnO nanoparticles. This is attributed to the high activity of nano-sized ZnO. A gradual decrease 
in the relaxation time in 5CB and a significant peak in N5CB temperature are also inferred in the new phase. 
The sensitivity of mesogenic phases to external forces is confirmed through the present work. The variation 
of transition temperatures, novel phase, and predominant change in the dielectric properties helped to state 
that ZnO nanoparticles have a significant effect on the physical properties of pure 5CB. Based on this, it is 
concluded that the studied samples have an important part to play in the preparation of fast switching devices.  
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